Oral leukoplakia in patients with Fanconi anaemia without hematopoietic stem cell transplantation.
Fanconi anaemia is a genetic disease characterized by congenital abnormalities, progressive bone marrow failure, and a higher predisposition of oral squamous cell carcinoma. The purpose of this study was to evaluate the prevalence of oral mucosa lesions in patients with Fanconi anaemia without hematopoietic stem cell transplantation (HSCT). Patients with Fanconi anaemia who had not undergone HSCT was cross-sectional evaluated for the presence of oral lesions. The sample was composed of 78 male and 60 female patients, with a median age of 9 years. Of the 138 patients, approximately 45% manifested at least one oral mucosa abnormality: 35 patients (25%) presented with traumatic injuries, and 16 (12%) exhibited leukoplakia. The following lesions were observed in low prevalence: aphthous ulcers, atrophic tongue, petechiae and hematomas, gingival hyperplasia, mucoceles, herpes, hyperpigmentation, haemangioma, non-neoplastic proliferative lesions, neutropenic ulcers, papilloma, and candidiasis. There was a high prevalence of oral leukoplakias in patients with Fanconi anaemia who had not undergone HSCT. It highlights the need of regular oral screenings in this cohort of concern for head and neck malignancies and suggests that oral leukoplakias should be further investigated as part of the syndrome phenotype.